[The visualization of amplicons after polymerase chain reaction].
Linear DNA molecules amplified by the polymerase chain reaction were visualized by atomic force microscopy. The measured contour length of the PCR product of 1414 bp sequence was 435 +/- 15 nm. Considering that the calculated value of the distance between the nucleotides along the duplex axis is 0.31 nm, it was assumed that linear DNA molecules on the surface of mica, which serve as a support in the atomic force microscopy method, are in the A form. The influence of surface properties of the mica and the sample drying procedure on the conformation of adsorbed DNA molecules is discussed. Possible reasons for the Gaussian distribution of the contour length of the synthesized amplicon are considered.